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Months ago, I wrote an article 
for this issue of the Shield.  
I wanted to share the impor-

tance of communication and feed-
back, not expecting all that was to 
come in subsequent months. Today, 
I offer you a different perspective—
a need for change. Choosing not to 
improve and reform, not to engage 
as active participants, may ring the 
proverbial death knell for Minerva.

For the first time in my tenure 
in the organization, I see we are facing a major crossroads. We have to 
make a conscious decision as to whether we ascribe to the core values of 
Theta Delta Chi or to the negative stereotypes of Greek Life. The words 
of Robert Frost, Omicron Deuteron 1896, illustrate my paradigm and the 
conundrum of life.

The poem demonstrates our 
greatest gift—choice. We have the 
choice to take the path that has 
been traveled by others or lead 
other fraternities to the values-
added path. Some of our groups 
already have taken up the mantle, 
having administrators mention 
that our groups have the potential 
to change the culture on campus. 

Fraternities compete with one 
another for popularity, for mem-
bers, and for status. Whether it’s by 
measuring strength, who you hang 
out with, the quality of the house, 
or the sheer size of the group, 
Greek men generally have the same 
pitch, same product. 

Parties and social status—they 
are the path most travelled, allow 
fraternities to keep recruiting the 
members who align with the men-
tality depicted in movies like Ani-
mal House. I want us to step away 
from the people who are joining 
for the stereotypes. I want us to be 
different. I want us to pick a direc-
tion that veers us to unchartered 
grassy paths that want wear. Universities and Colleges have a perception 
of fraternities, and it is not one that is necessarily beloved. Greek men 
are stereotyped as heavy drinkers, hazers, and sexual assaulters. That 
is what they see, but that is not who we know we are. Unfortunately, 
what people see us doing matches the perception. Unless, of course, we 
change what we do. Spectemur Agendo, “Let us be judged by our acts.”

It’s time that we refocus ourselves into a cultural movement, to part 
from the rest of the Greeks on the path that will surely be trodden black. 
It’s time that we transition from being values based to being values 
added—to not just espouse our values, but to actually put them into 
action. It’s that we lead because no one else is. So how do we do it? Let 
me share my perspective.

ALUMNI. Your active participation is not wanted—IT’S NEEDED! The best 
Charges of Theta Delta Chi have an active alumni base that pushes the 
values of the organization, holding our members accountable. This engage-
ment must be positive. Alumni involvement encouraging debauchery and 
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risky behavior must be minimized. Sure we want our members to have fun 
and expect them to, but not by putting themselves or others in harm’s 
way. The undergraduates will want to one-up every story retold in their 
presence. Regale them with tales of leadership and community impact, 
not about a signature party or hooking up.

RECRUITMENT. We need to stop competing for the same pool of candi-
dates that everyone else is. This is the beaten path. We need to find the 
majority of people who are engaged that don’t know they want to join. 
Where are they? Other student organizations. Breed it in new member 
education. Breed it in your brothers. They don’t have to be leaders in 
those groups, but the sheer involvement will send a message and open 
up pools of quality members to bring into Theta Delta Chi. Imagine what 
recruitment would be like if you had the President of the Interfraternity 
Council, President of Student Government, Chief Editor of the  Newspaper, 
and the Captain of a sports team. Who would you attract? How will that 
change your influence on campus? Examine every new potential member 

and evaluate why they are there. If 
it’s just for the parties, say no thank 
you and be okay with that.

ACCOUNTABILITY. We can see 
the problems in our membership, 
whether it’s undergraduates or 
alumni. Don’t attack people. Do 
address behaviors. If you see some-
one who “blacks out” from drink-
ing, don’t celebrate it. Share your 
concern about their safety. Their 
lowered inhibitions can lead to 

major consequences, up to and including death. If you see 
someone skipping class, don’t encourage them to hang out 
during class time. Remind them that if they’re not perform-
ing well academically, they may not be able to continue 
their studies. Tell them that you enjoy their company and 
you want them to be there for future semesters.

BE SELF-AWARE. Know how you are perceived by others 
outside of the organization. Perceptions are your reality. 
Build rapport with the Greek Life office, neighbors, other 
organizations and their members. Don’t just stay in your 
Charge bubble or the Greek bubble. Actively solicit feed-
back, especially if you are a leader. Don’t blame others. 
Look at what you can do better as an individual or group.

BE INQUISITIVE. Don’t just take other’s comments at face 
value. Search for the meaning behind what people say. The 
why is way more important than the what. If you ask how 

someone is doing and they say “Okay.” Ask them why they are just okay. 
Ask them is there anything they need help with. 

The idea is that we can make the values path the black trodden path. 
The poem hints that both are used and perhaps equally. In the end, it 
is our choice. We can throw up our hands and ring the death knell or 
choose the path that is currently less taken. I choose the one representing 
our core values. As a brotherhood, let us vie in executing a non-hostile 
takeover of our campuses, bringing the rest of the Greek Community with 
us and rewrite Brother Frost’s words. 

Theta Delta Chi took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.

In The Bonds,
Brian Bertges
Sigma Triton ’00 (Penn State)
Executive Director

The Bertges Family

The Road NoT TakeN

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveler, long I stood
And looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then took the other, as just as fair, 
 And having perhaps the better claim, 
 Because it was grassy and wanted wear; 
 Though as for that the passing there 
 Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay 
 In leaves no step had trodden black. 
 Oh, I kept the first for another day! 
 Yet knowing how way leads on to way, 
 I doubted if I should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh 
 Somewhere ages and ages hence:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.

- RobeRt FRost,  
   omicRon DeuteRon (DaRtmouth) 1896



4 the Shield

Jim Calmas ’84 (President of Omicron Deuteron House Corporation), 
with a team of dedicated alumni, coordinated a Convention-like 
weekend. The sesquicentennial celebration contained a range of 

emotions from the joy of reminiscing about brothers’ stories of the 
past to the somber remembrance of brothers who entered Omega. 

Theta Delts socialized at sporting events, watching brothers par-
ticipate in the games. Of note, we were able to attend a Dartmouth 
rugby match when the team, many of which are Theta Delts, stomped 
Yale to a score >100 that couldn’t even register on the scoreboard. 
Brian snapped an updated version of the iconic Theta Delta Chi 
brotherhood photograph with undergraduates (left to right) Jack 
Wagner ’22, Mike Weir ’22, and Andrew Skow ’21.

Afterwards, brothers and guests enjoyed some wine of their 
own, while singing in unison as they rocked out to Jerry Jeff 
Walker singing his hit, “Sangria Wine,” during a concert at the 
house. The celebratory group gathered on the lawn and sang a 
rendition of Dartmouth’s Alma Mater. 

The Granite of  
New Hampshire: 

Brian Bertges ’00 and I had the distinct pleasure of being 
invited to the 150th anniversary of our longest standing 
Charge in Theta Delta Chi—Omicron Deuteron in Hanover, 
New Hampshire.  We were warmly greeted by upperclass-
men and alumni playing games at the Lodge. Boisterous 
laughs and smiles filled the room as brothers renewed in 
union their social joys. Even beverages were connected 
to the Charge. True North Ale, a company founded by 
Gary Rodgers ’77, was enjoyed throughout the week-
end’s activities.

Celebrating 150 Years of  
the Omicron Deuteron Charge

4 the Shield
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The signature events to end the memorable 
weekend included a Grand Banquet on campus 
and a thought-provoking service on Sunday by the 
Reverend Joel Hubbard ’82. The dinner celebrated 
the history of the Charge, but also reflected on 
brothers who entered Omega. Tears and laughter 
filled the room, showing the strong connections 
among all those who were in attendance.  

Brother Hubbard provided one of the best Omega 
services that I have ever partaken in. Brothers were 
invited to light candles for their respective time, 
to remember all of those who passed from their era. 

I am inspired by the caliber of alumni and under-
graduates who hosted the 150th event at the Lodge. 
Brian and I are proud to have been guests and excited, 
in the words of Allen “Alio” Stowe ’60, “for what the 
alumni in training can accomplish for their next an-
niversary!”  

We look forward to seeing many of the Omie Deut 
Brothers at Convention in Ithaca at the end of July.

ITB,
Jim Leuck ’09
67th PGL
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Alpha
Union
ROBERT FROST SOCIETY

Alan N. Gnutti ’72^
Mark G. Webster, DDS ’88^

PGL’S SOCIETY
William Todd Harder ’88^

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
Richard M. Ameigh ’61
Jeffrey S. Johnston ’65
Michael R. Hogan ’73
Dr. Russell S. Winer, PhD ’73
Robert LoParo ’87
Larry P. Cote ’94#^

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Peter G. C. Langmore ’61
Dr. John T. Whalen, MD ’85
Brendan M. Clifford ’92

SONS OF MINERVA
Eduardo D. Carballal ’68
David B. Bruckman ’86
Jason D. Katz ’96

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
Charles H. Blanker ’73
Derek M. Zeh ’94

CENTURY CLUB
Marc S. Allinson ’74

Beta
Cornell
JOHN HAY LEADERSHIP SOCIETY

Donald A. Noveau ’70
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

Kenneth William Fraser, Jr. ’59
Leonard J. Shapiro ’74^
Jeffrey F. Berg ’79
John A. Hash, Jr. ’80^
Robert W. Stelletello ’83
Charles L. Tramel, II ’83

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
John M. Ash, IV ’53
Stephen G. Bell ’66
Donald A. Neel ’81

SONS OF MINERVA
John R. Tocho, III ’75
James C. Roemer ’83
Michael R. Bassett ’87
Ryan Patrick Alderson ’17

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
Harry Q. Higbie ’77

CENTURY CLUB
Brian C. Studwell ’63
Richard G. Frank, CHA ’66
J. Richter Post, Jr. ’71
Christopher David Nieves ’11
Jacob Patrick Ritter ’20

Beta Deuteron
Iowa State
NORM HACKETT LEGACY SOCIETY

Frank E. Ferguson ’50^
PGL’S SOCIETY

Dr. Richard E. Horton ’62
Ronald J. Hallenbeck ’71#
D. Jeffrey Janak ’83

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
Jesse D. Chapman ’52
James E. Barber ’66
Dean M. Clasen ’77
Bradley W. Mills ’81
Todd A. Kruse ’88^
Michael D. Leather ’97^
Alexander Michael Frisvold ’12^

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
C. Wayne Leo ’41
Luther E. Lockwood ’52
Lyle W. Crouse ’57
Jason Robert Graika ’11^
Joshua Robert Carritt ’14^

SONS OF MINERVA
Gary H. Guttau ’59
Max L. Gross ’62
Michael K. Guttau ’68
CAPT Dennis P. Mahoney, USN ’69
Roman F. Lynch ’73
James E. Sofranko ’86
Nicholas Hale ’16

(*) designates Lifetime VG Donors 
(^) designates Charitos Society member 
(#) Aegis Guild member 
BOLD designates 100%ers

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
CDR Ulis Dean Hekel, USN ’60
Geoffrey E. Walter ’89
Ben Carl Christian Meyer ’11
Joseph Tobin Strub ’14^

CENTURY CLUB
Dr. Darron M. Barrus ’88
Daniel D. Dvorak ’08

VG DUES CLUB
Dr. John C. Fuller, Jr. ’77
Stuart C. Schmitz ’79
Mark R. Heisterkamp ’87
COL Jeffrey A. Hagan, USMC ’88
Seth Wayne Shannon ’02
Eric Dean Shannon ’09
Dennis Earl Groth ’13
Alexander Thomas Herndon ’14
Daniel David Collins ’16
Grant Richard Herrman ’16
Blake Edmund Thielen ’16
Allen Joshua Espiritu ’17
Alexis Moreno ’17
Andrew Koll Johnson ’20

Gamma Deuteron
Michigan
NORM HACKETT LEGACY SOCIETY

Dr. Clark C. Johnson ’62^
Norman R. Bodine ’64#^

ROBERT FROST SOCIETY
William C. Hein ’56^
Michael V. Marston ’61#^
Dr. Bruce R. Trefz ’68#^
Raymond Wilcox ’68#^

PGL’S SOCIETY
William A. Schauer ’65
Ronald K. McElhaney ’69
Alan J. Stevenson ’70^
Richard J. Townsend ’72^
Mark E. Nelson ’78^
Shane F. Vartti ’78^

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
Robert D. McFee ’49
Harold F. Langell ’52
Joseph R. Gilmore ’59
Richard H. Benson ’60
David A. Voight ’64
David A. Mead ’66
Donald W. Kosy ’67
Lawrence D. Bell ’68
James B. Hartough ’69
Barry L. Morris ’69^
Warren E. Nelson ’69
David C. Herr ’71
Anthony H Gaetjens ’73
Thomas Edward Moore, Jr. ’75
Robert R. Voltenburg ’81
Jeffery S. Nelson ’89
Peter Kirsheman ’96
Gamma Deuteron Building As-
sociation 

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Herbert J. Boothroyd ’52
Judd C. Zandstra ’61
Jon D. Carlson ’63
Lawrence E. Woods ’67
Michael M. Watts ’68
Thomas Y. Bloomer ’69
F. Wallace Strong, Jr. ’71

SONS OF MINERVA
John L. Etter ’58
Jacob F. Frego ’59
John G. Heal ’61
Dr. Clayton T. Shorkey ’65
Charles John Meeske, Jr. ’67
Phillip R. Hammond ’68
James A. Turbett ’68
Miles V. Schmidt ’72
James E. Dortwegt ’76
Paul E. Giles ’87
Stephen G. Jelinek ’87
Matthew Whybark ’91
Jeffrey Alan Kugel ’96

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
Robert L. Stratton ’50
John E. vonRosen ’65
Jeffrey B. Hadden ’70
James H. Anderson ’75

CENTURY CLUB
Gregory S. May ’68
Richard T. Wright ’74

VG DUES CLUB
Andrew J. Dietzler ’62

When I was elected as president of the 
Alpha Charge, there was much to be 
accomplished and the road ahead was 

daunting. Not four months prior, I was a newly 
initiated brother, wide-eyed and simply grateful 
to be a part of something larger than myself. 
Now entering the last semester of my presidency, 
I have started to reflect on the experience, and 
on the moments that I feel defined me as a leader. 

In my time as an undergraduate student and a Theta Delt at Union 
College, I have had the privilege of learning more about myself and 
life than I ever would have imagined. Some of the lessons came easier 
than others, but I’ve learned that the most impactful lessons were not 
the most enjoyable ones; they were the painful ones, the frustrating 
ones, and the ones that cost me hours of sleep. 

      Without wholeheartedly believing in my own message, I could 
never expect my brothers to do the same. In the form of an analogy, I’ve 
found the leader who attempts to inspire without vision yields results 
similar to the rifleman who attempts to shoot without bullets. As these 
principles became essential to my direction as a leader, I started feeling 
the brotherhood’s true strength behind me. 

I recently had the privilege of attending the 14th Preamble Institute, 
a conference led by the CFO and attended by young leaders and alumni 
of all Charges. Several of the delegates I met were recent president-elects 
and were curious about my experience as a Charge president. Before 
I shared my stories and spoke of the job’s difficulties, I explained the 
vision which has guided me along the way. 

In a moment of honesty, I told one delegate that before I could 
envision the success of a 75-member fraternity, I needed to first picture 
what the success of just one person, a single brother, would look like. 
Cliché as it is, I found my truth in the words of our Preamble, specifically 
its threefold ideal of strong character: superiority as an intellectual, 
moral, and social being. 

Before developing the relationships that I now cherish with alumni, 
brothers, and those from the CFO, my values were all I had. When I 
received the charge, it was in as precarious a place as it ever had been, 
and the decisions I made often left me feeling like a villain; stealing 
fun from the brotherhood I had been elected to serve. 

As I continued, receiving guidance from an emerging team of mentors 
along the way, I realized this was the role I had been chosen to fulfill. 
Furthermore, it was a compliment to be entrusted with my Charge’s 
best interest throughout the abrasive times. As I started to discover 
meaning in my role and effectively communicate why these sacrifices 
were being made, I began to hit my stride. It was without a doubt the 
work I did in the hard times that taught me a leader’s burden. 

A leader’s burden is not the what, it’s the why. It’s not expecting 
someone to believe, but rather showing them why they should. A leader’s 
burden is staying true to their vision in good times and bad. Without 
Theta Delta Chi, I would never have learned these lessons, and for that, 
I am eternally grateful. 

ITB, 
Peter Dranow, Alpha ’21

A Leader’s Burden
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Gamma Triton
Michigan State
JOHN HAY LEADERSHIP SOCIETY

Dr. Richard E. Wood ’73^
ROBERT FROST SOCIETY

CDR Hans Sachse ’65^
John M. Geisler ’80^

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
Dennis L. Gabel ’65
Charles D. Presler, III ’66
Chris Pruszynski ’68^
Roger C. Whiting ’75
Michael K. Geelen ’91^
Stephan R. Johnson ’93
Brian Paul Debbaudt ’94

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Joel D. Humphrey ’82
Robert A. Grzesiek ’95^
David Thomas Vogel ’14^

SONS OF MINERVA
Lynn F. Churchill ’64
Murray J. Muscat ’78
Thomas J. Cook ’94

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
Matthew Kenneth Gitersonke ’93
Erik DeGiorgio ’08

VG DUES CLUB
Craig S. Wernette ’81
Robert D. Crosby ’92
Nickolas Charles Santarossa ’21

Delta Deuteron
UC Berkeley
PGL’S SOCIETY

David G. Berg ’52^
John A. Nyheim ’58
Robert D. Sherman ’62^
Neal H. Dorow ’77*
William D. Graue ’87^

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
John M. Roberts ’45
David S. Draves ’51
William P. Lockett ’53
Herbert E. Barker, Jr. ’57
John S. Daniels, Jr. ’57
Robert B. MacKenzie, Jr. ’59
John K. Yost ’71
James H. Roberts ’79
Marc M. Roberts ’81
Timothy M. Snyder ’91
Richard K. Rifenbark, Esq. ’98
Kevin J. Hahn ’12^
Delta Deuteron Building  
 Association 

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Nian S. Roberts ’50
Rev. R. Carter Blaisdell ’58
Laurence A. Kennings ’64
R.Dewitt Kyle Kirwan, Esq. ’65
Gennaro A. Filice, III ’71
Ivar E. Highberg, Jr. ’73
Malcolm J. Sproul ’73
David L. Levy ’74
Robert J. Etten ’89

SONS OF MINERVA
Robert W. Reasoner ’50
Joseph L. Lipkos ’74
Craig Rasmussen, Esq. ’75

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
Donald H. Peck ’71
Brian D. English ’80
J. Barry Bitzer ’84

CENTURY CLUB
Kedar Jayant Kanitkar ’08

Delta Triton
Northeastern
SONS OF MINERVA

Richard Henry Blanchard, Jr. ’02
VG DUES CLUB

Steven Mader ’94

Epsilon
William and Mary
PGL’S SOCIETY

William J. Gimpel ’84^
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

Dr. Robert G. Landen ’52
Donald P. Woulfe ’53
Gerald B. File ’61
J. Steven Sheppard, III ’76
Clark B. Shuler ’80
Tyler H. Leinbach ’83
Michael J. Lorch ’85
Stephen M. Kenny ’92
Jonathan Forrester Lamb ’07^
Richard Hugh Roberts ’11^

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Dr. James J. Ledwith, Jr. ’79
Mark W. Forde ’83
James B. Cason ’85
Clement J. Cheng ’86
Kent W. Schaum ’86
David L. Musto ’89
Edward Quinton Walinsky ’10^

SONS OF MINERVA
Dr. John D. Sterrett ’73
Tony P. Spears ’89

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
Frank Blaise Curcio ’60
Mark J. Miars ’75
Richard A. Witty ’77
Raymond D. Dyer, III ’78
Thomas J. Blackwood ’86

CENTURY CLUB
James Y. Callear ’71
Mark D. Sweet ’88
Horacio Carreño-Garcia ’10
Joseph Edward Thomas ’10

Epsilon Triton
Arizona State
JOHN HAY LEADERSHIP SOCIETY

Dr. Donald M. Sandercock, II ’82#^
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

C. Frederick Reish, Jr. ’66
Robert Edward Bozick ’72
Mark G. Middents ’72
Herbert Andrew Rill ’77^
S. Thomas Rill ’80
Doug Johnson ’89^

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Mark S. Goldrich ’69
Steven L. Weinberger ’70
Craig J. Chartrand ’72
John H. Bergseng ’73
Douglas A. Lusson ’84

SONS OF MINERVA
Bruce D. Katis ’90
Patrick Steven Marcantuono ’11^

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
Brian Bednarek ’10^

VG DUES CLUB
Evan Thomas Higgs ’19
Nathan Anthony Basile ’20

Zeta
Brown
PGL’S SOCIETY

Lombard Rice ’50
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

John G. R. Wolfe ’57
Roger A. Kirschenbaum ’78

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Robert W. Read ’56

SONS OF MINERVA
Sarkis Nahabedian, Jr. ’53
Rayner Weir ’53
Benjamin C. Kirschenbaum ’76

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
Fred A. Parker ’63

VG DUES CLUB
Chris Keitel ’72

Zeta Deuteron
McGill
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

Leslie G. Ham ’51
Robert A. Wahlstrom ’58

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Robert S. Carswell ’60

Eta
Bowdoin
PGL’S SOCIETY

Robert W. Armstrong, III ’71^
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

Edward T. Byrne ’73
Paul D. Grandpre ’77
Simon Keith Outlaw ’79
Stuart I. Hutchins ’81
Jonathan D. J. Jodka ’83

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Karl R. Westberg ’61

SONS OF MINERVA
Dr. Donald C. Walton, Jr. ’55

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
J. Raymond Morant, Jr. ’55
David C. Amey ’61
Scott B. Phinney ’91

Let Us Be Judged  
by Our Acts

One of our Fraternity mottos, Spectemur Agendo means “let us 
be judged by our acts.” Let our actions be our words. To me, 
the act of service to others demonstrates our true character.  

This year, in order to recognize brothers for their acts of service to 
the Fraternity and greater community, we have designed and produced 
a challenge coin with Spectemur Agendo inscribed on it. Challenge 
coins are a military tradition. They are given to individuals who go 
above and beyond the call of duty. A noteworthy act deserves a coin.

Theta Delta Chi has a rich history of military service, dating all 
the way back to our origins. Andrew H. Green, the founder credited 
with writing our Ritual, served as the Advocate of the Pacific Squad-
ron from 1854–1856. Throughout our rich history, many brothers 
sacrificed time, talent and finances to make the greater community 
and the Fraternity stronger. Today, service members are coming back 
from overseas and are seeking an education; some of them are joining 
our ranks. As such, we need to ensure we have all of the resources in 
place to ease the transition.

We need to support them, and Minerva can do it with YOU! She 
needs you to reengage the Fraternity that we love. She needs you to 
create a ritual of giving back, whether through time, talent, or trea-
sure. She needs you to ensure the bonds of brotherhood are everlasting.

Thank you, thank you, thank you to all of our loyal donors who 
keep the bonds of our brotherhood alive! 

Can you support Theta Delta Chi? Whether it’s to provide scholar-
ships to brothers in need or to develop the leadership skills of our 
Charges to lead a movement, we cannot grow as an organization 
without YOU. And if you know someone who has already gone above 
and beyond the call of duty, let us know so we can recognize them 
for their efforts. Let us be judged by our acts.

A challenge coin is a military tradition that recognizes 
people who have taken extraordinary actions for the ac-
complishment of the greater mission. Joining the Charitos 
Society is just such an action. Charitos means “friendship,” 
and investing in this level of giving demonstrates our 
mutual esteem and dependence.

To give some perspective, we raise no more than $200,000 
annually to our VG Dues campaign. If every living alumnus 
were to give $10 in one day, we would raise $250,000. If 
everyone gave at the Charitos level, we would bring in well 
over $15,000,000 annually. Please consider making giving 
to Theta Delta Chi a part of your routine—your ritual. If you 
graduated less than ten years ago, you can join the Charitos 
Society for only $18.47/month. From 10 to 20 years out, 
it’s just $50/month. Beyond 20 years, it’s $100/month. In 
recognition of your support, if you join the Charitos Soci-
ety, Minerva will send you one of our new challenge coins.
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Asking for consumer feedback has become a staple among busi-
nesses and many organizations. After a simple trip to the den-
tist, you can expect to receive a customer satisfaction survey. 

The purpose for soliciting this information is to provide a direction 
for those businesses and organizations to improve. This “listening” 
activity also allows these organizations to measure themselves against 
specific, definable behaviors across a variety of categories.  

Over the past few years, Theta Delta Chi has developed and re-
fined its process of evaluating individual Charges against the values 
expressed in our Preamble. This is part of our ongoing ROV, Report of 
Visitation, process. As an Educational Consultant for many years and 
charged with improving schools, a rubric, based on specific measurable 
outcomes was a highly effective tool in helping schools to improve. 
Bringing that experience with me to the Fraternity, allowed us to 
develop a rubric based on four core values expressed in our Preamble, 
Scholarship, Leadership, Responsible Social Life, and Brotherhood. Each 
of these categories contains clearly defined behaviors and identifiable 
evidence and is measured on a four-point scale. This rubric is a way 
to collect data for the purpose of allowing the Charge to set goals 
for improvement.

During the 2019-20 academic year we invited our alumni associa-
tions, Greek Life Offices and Charge Presidents to self-assess where 
they see the Charge on the four areas in the Rubric. This 360-degree 
assessment has allowed Charges to analyze the gaps they see in this 
data and begin to take action to close these gaps by developing three 
SMART goals. As our Founders’ said, to “endeavor to improve and re-
form.” As reported by Forbes, more than 85% of all the Fortune 500 
companies use the 360-degree feedback process as a cornerstone of 
their overall leadership development process.

This process has created more open conversations between alumnus, 
Charges and universities. At Rho Proteron Charge, the data showed a 
huge discrepancy in the scores in the area of Philanthropy and Service. 
After a conversation with both the Charge and the university it was 
discovered that the issue was about accurate reporting of the data and 
a solution was identified which, when published, alters the perception 
of the Charge to its alumni. At the same Charge, officer transitions 
were identified as problematic and both the university and the Charge 
worked together to determine a path forward for improvement.  

ALIGNING 
PERCEPTIONS: 

A Look at the New  
360 Degree Evaluation

Currently, Theta Delta Chi stands out among the Greek community 
in inviting various stake holders into the evaluation process. Host 
institutions have been very enthusiastic about being asked to partici-
pate. They feel they have a voice in helping the Charge to improve. 
This 360-degree assessment also provides a direction for alumni to 
understand how and where to mentor the undergraduate members 
of the Charge.

This process allows all of us to be better “listeners” within Theta 
Delta Chi.

For more information, 
contact our Educational  

Consultant, Dr. Richard “Rick” Wood, 
Gamma Triton ‘73, at rwood@tdx.org.
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For approximately 15 years, the Grand 
Lodge, Educational Foundation and Cen-
tral Fraternity Office have considered 

changing our internal membership manage-
ment system. In 2020, we will be entering a 
new era of communications. Where it once 
was a system only maintained by the Central 
Fraternity Office, GreekTrack will now be 
accessible to Charges, Alumni Groups and 
members like you. 

Both the Educational Foundation and the 
Grand Lodge are invested in this new system, 
which will increase communications between 
all internal and external stakeholders. We are 
currently ironing out migration details on 
the backend to ensure that our data is ready 
to go for a Spring 2020 launch. As such, we 
will be training Charges, Alumni Associations 
and more.

IMPORTANT NOTE:
Please make sure your email 
address is up-to-date with the 
CFO in order to get access to 
GreekTrack so you can search 
for brothers from your Charge.  
Go to update.mytdx.org and  
fill out the form. 

Getting  
Communications 
on (Greek)Track!

  EMPOWER 
 •  Provide Charges, colonies, and alumni associations both public and private  

websites to manage their members, allowing us to share the most up-to-date 
contact information with one another 

 • Allow local Charges to post events, track involvement, and collect local dues 

 •  Increase retention with awards, unlockable achievements, and leaderboards 

  MANAGE 
 • Your organization’s membership database 

 • Charge and member profiles with unlimited custom fields 

 • View membership statistics and trends as well as detailed reports 

  COLLECT 
 •  Automatic membership invoicing as well as manual Charge or member  

invoicing options 

 •  Collect payments online and auto-track transactions 

 •  Visualize your financial standing with an online ledger of both online and  
offline transactions 

  EDUCATE 
 • Store files online and assign access privileges 

 • Deliver resources directly to Charge officers through Role Folders 

 • View statistics on your resources to see who opened them 

  CONNECT 
 • Send bulk emails or text messages using advanced filtering 

 • Track email delivery and open rates as well as text message delivery rates 

 • View a history of communication sent by your national staff 

  FUNDRAISE 
 • Allow Charges to set up their own fundraising pages and collect donations 

 • Donor Management System to track donors 

 • Track outgoing messages 

It’s time for us to open up the channels of communication, so we are all on the same page, same 
paragraph, same line, and hopefully, the same word. So, make sure your email address is up-to-date 
with the CFO in order to get access to the platform. Go to update.mytdx.org and fill out the form.

SO YOU MAY BE WONDERING, 
“WHAT CAN GREEKTRACK DO?”

the Shield 9
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CENTURY CLUB
Dick Sargent ’56
John C. Costello ’66

VG DUES CLUB
Andrew P. White ’66

Eta Deuteron 
Stanford
PGL’S SOCIETY

Julian A. Ganz, Jr. ’51
Richard B. Snell ’52

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
W. Dick Pennycook ’44
C. Kim Fletcher, Jr. ’50
John A. Kirtland ’50
Christopher M. Moore ’61
Paul T. Prince ’61
Fred B. Miller ’62
Donald L. Pieper ’63
Dr. E. Scott Casselman ’66
W. Kent Williams ’67

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Theodore M. Carpenter ’43
Michael B. Sherman ’59
Dr. Stephen L. Wheeler ’74

SONS OF MINERVA
Alan M. Grobman ’77
Thomas B. Drelles ’80
Loren Vigil ’91

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
William Bamattre ’74

CENTURY CLUB
Bernard W. Burke ’58

Theta Deuteron
MIT
ROBERT FROST SOCIETY

Dr. Victor J. Bauer ’56^
PGL’S SOCIETY

Dr. Raymond F. Leanza ’64
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

James J. Broderick ’50
Robert H. Barlow ’53
Richard H. Neergaard ’54
Dr. Thomas B. Jones, Jr. ’66
Dr. Michael J. McNutt ’69
Dr. Daniel E. Geer, Jr. ’72
Bradley C. Wright ’84
Col. Christopher A. Warack ’85

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Dr. Donald E. Cleveland ’49
Dr. Curtis H. Northrop ’62
Carl D. Martland ’68
Robert M. Pepper ’71
Joseph F. Wrinn ’75
Paul M. Dishop ’81
Seth R. Goldman ’82
Alan M. Foonberg ’85
Michael C. Petro ’89

SONS OF MINERVA
Timothy P. Casady ’69
Guido J. Defever ’81
Matthew J. Rita ’89

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
Phillip Daniel Graham ’17

CENTURY CLUB
Ronald A. Bechtol ’63

VG DUES CLUB
Alejandro Gonzalez ’20

Theta Triton
Binghamton
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

John Matthew Lowry ’13^
GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB

Randal John Meyer ’11^
CENTURY CLUB

Minerva Company

Iota Deuteron
Williams
LINDSAY RUSSELL SOCIETY

William A. McClung ’66*#
PGL’S SOCIETY

Richard V. D. Wallace ’51
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

Robert V. Young ’58
Christopher S. Sargent ’62
Kevin J. Sullivan ’70

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Dr. Richard Ryan Reynolds ’87

SONS OF MINERVA
Peter L. Dalnegro ’59

Iota Triton
UMass-Dartmouth
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

Dr. Bruce W. Tench, II ’06^
VG DUES CLUB

Brett Eugene Fitzgibbons ’08
Lance J. Bard ’10
Jake William Parisi ’17

Kappa
Tufts
ROBERT FROST SOCIETY

Hugh W. Crawford, Jr. ’45
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

Hamilton C. Perkins ’48
J. Theodore Morine ’63
Charles W. Torrielli ’68

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Chauncey V. Hill ’50
David Lincoln ’52
BGEN Rudolf F. Peksens ’66

SONS OF MINERVA
Dylan Wolin ’98

Kappa Deuteron
Illinois
ROBERT FROST SOCIETY

Robert S. Reese ’61#^
PGL’S SOCIETY

David A. Pickerill ’65^
Daniel G. Meessmann ’74

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
Raymond E. Stroh ’65
David C. Julian ’70
M. Ryan Julian ’71
John P. Wappel ’91^

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
John P. Ransdell ’58
Stephen J. Barratt ’73
Frank M. Arevalo ’94

Kappa Triton
Northwestern
JOHN HAY LEADERSHIP SOCIETY

Donald W. Campbell ’56#^
Philip Curley ’76*^

ROBERT FROST SOCIETY
John L. Donnelly ’76^

PGL’S SOCIETY
Bradley V. Ihlenfeld ’78^
Gregory D. Showalter ’83^

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
Dr. Michael B. Gilbert ’65
Harold M. Spinka, Jr. ’66

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
William E. Amblad ’60
William O. Glass, Jr. ’76
James R. Martell ’76
Peter A. Selz ’86

SONS OF MINERVA
Robert Guritz ’63
Carl K. Kreienkamp ’67
Matt E. Overeem ’79

CENTURY CLUB
William D. O’Neill ’73

Lambda Deuteron
Toronto
JOHN HAY LEADERSHIP SOCIETY

Nicholas E. Walker ’64#^
PGL’S SOCIETY

Jacob Talal Dababneh ’03^
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

G. Edmund King ’57
Robert S. Werbicki ’74
Craig L. Wilson ’78

VG DUES CLUB
Ryan James Malcolm ’21

Lambda Triton
Rutgers
CENTURY CLUB

Arthur Khaykin ’11
VG DUES CLUB

Brian Adam Vinogradov ’15

(*) designates Lifetime VG Donors 
(^) designates Charitos Society member 
(#) Aegis Guild member 
BOLD designates 100%ers Recognizing our Donors

“One Hundred Percenters” are donors who have made at least one 
gift for each year since earning a baccalaureate degree and are listed 
in boldface. If you have never paid VG Dues or are a lapsed donor 
interested in learning how you can become a 100%er (donor credit for 
every year since graduation), please let us know. We have affordable 
methods for those who would like to catch up on those missing years. 

•  Write Russell K. Materne c/o TDX, 214 Lewis Wharf,  
Boston, MA 02110 or 

• Email Russell at rkmaterne@tdx.org

• Call 800-999-1847, ext. 1

 Theta Delta Chi is pleased to honor alumni who loyally support the 
Educational Foundation with membership in the following cumulative 
giving clubs*:

  $1-$99  VG Dues Club

  $100  Century Club
  $250  Stars and Arrows Club
  $500  Sons of Minerva
  $1000  Graduate Loyalty Club
  $1847  Founders’ Circle
  $5,000  PGL’s Society
  $10,000  Robert Frost Society
  $25,000  John Hay Leadership Society
  $50,000  Norm Hackett Legacy Society
  $100,000 +   Lindsay Russell Society

 All past and future gifts of cash, securities and other tangible 
property on record will be credited toward membership in these 
giving clubs. Active donors with renewed contributions will receive 
annual recognition in The Shield. Thank you again for your continued 
generosity which is vital to the development of all current and future 
Theta Delts!

*Please note that donations made to local alumni associations do not 
count toward VG Dues cumulative giving clubs.

Give now 
through your 
mobile device 

by texting 
MINERVA to 

41444!
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Mu Deuteron
Amherst 
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

John J. Locke ’61

Mu Triton
Greensboro
CENTURY CLUB

Julian Lloyd Weller ’19
VG DUES CLUB

Benjamin Preston ’14
Kaleb Scott Hernandez ’15
Brady Harrison Aarons ’16
William Jamal Carter ’17
Adam Christopher Cox ’17
Parker James Rockwell ’17
Mahmoud Elhalawany ’18
Matthew Robert Mason ’18
Carlos Ally Castellon  ’19
Kyle R Stanley ’19
Andrew Lancaster ’20

Nu
Virginia
ROBERT FROST SOCIETY

Peter B. Hoyt ’63^
Peter A. Ryan ’84^

PGL’S SOCIETY
Howard E. Cosgrove, Jr. ’65

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
Ronald A. Goode ’63
Rev. Nicholas G. Bacalis ’64
Edmund G. Simpson ’65*
Jeffrey Landau ’84

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Michael A. Perfater ’69
Nu Charge Educational Foundation
Ilya Gennady Zlatkin ’10^

SONS OF MINERVA
H. Warfield Leeke, Jr. ’63
Gary Spohn ’64
Martin L. Brown, Jr. ’66
David R. Mathers ’66
Dr. William A. Kutchera ’76
CDR Douglas A. Thompson, USNR ’77
Otis W. Doss, III ’80
A. Statton Hammock, Jr. ’90
Robert Snow ’02

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
Paul M. Saint ’62
Dr. Bobby H. Smith, II ’90

CENTURY CLUB
Thomas L. Bauhan ’86
Richard P. Hawks ’92
Edward Patrick Quinn ’11

VG DUES CLUB
Nicholafs Ruloff ’16
Dominic Alan Sutermeister ’20

Nu Deuteron
Lehigh
ROBERT FROST SOCIETY

Mark A. Christian ’81#^
PGL’S SOCIETY

Robert M. Freeman, Jr. ’87^
Adam S. Marks ’99^

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
Donald E. Steeber ’55
Alfred A. Gross ’61

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Richard W. Fehnel ’51
Rudy Fleischacker ’60
Charles W. Morgan ’61
Walter S. Boychick ’75
Kenneth A. Freeman ’75
Brian S. Thornton ’82
Richard P. Easler ’85
Edward D. Youmell ’88
Greg J. Pappas ’93

SONS OF MINERVA
Mark T. Dunsheath ’86

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
Michael P. Massimini ’82
Daniel Patracuolla ’87

CENTURY CLUB
John T. Edgar ’84

VG DUES CLUB
Christopher D’Angelo ’02

Nu Triton
Virginia Polytechnic 
ROBERT FROST SOCIETY

Justin Aaron Shirk ’00^

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
Timothy E. Bradley ’90^
Jeffery T. Horton ’90
Shaun R. Papperman ’01^

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Michael A. Grass ’95

SONS OF MINERVA
Edward L. Moore ’71
Steven M. Cereghino ’95

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
Andres Gustavo Lopez ’15^

VG DUES CLUB
John H Escario, CFA ’91
Christopher F Harris ’91

Xi
Hobart
PGL’S SOCIETY

Dr. Stergeos G. Arvantides, DDS ’53
Cameron A. Lochhead ’82^

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
Eric Hall Anderson ’59

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Wesley W. Stukenberg ’50
John W. Kunkel ’63
John A. Peterson ’64
Bradford C. Williams ’81
Allan A. MacCurrach ’86

SONS OF MINERVA
Stephen H. Washburne ’76
Craig S. Pressman ’87

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
Carl J. Fazio, Jr. ’72
William L. Stowell ’85
William Avery Todd ’87

CENTURY CLUB
Frank H. Madden, Jr. ’87

Xi Deuteron
Washington
ROBERT FROST SOCIETY

David A. Brown ’76#^
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

James S. Eastman ’52
Wesley C. Uhlman ’56
John J. Nelson ’64
Gary L. Bylund ’67
David L. Brunette ’77
Charles R. Hole ’88^
Jeff D. Weiner ’91^

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Allan D. Wells ’64
John R. Kim ’83

SONS OF MINERVA
Lt. Col. Joseph J. Ferluga,  
 (USAF Ret) ’53
Robert H. Holert ’65
Patrick L. Flynn ’01^

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
Robert S. Smith ’53
Robert D. Greenhalgh, MD ’65
Terry E. Deschenes ’68
Douglas R. Lovett ’82
Jeff D. Worthington ’90

CENTURY CLUB
Craig A. Pedlar ’65

Xi Triton
Albany
GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB

Daniel Sharon ’96^
CENTURY CLUB

Michael Daniel Wolf ’13^

Omicron Deuteron
Dartmouth
ROBERT FROST SOCIETY

James J. Calmas ’84^
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

Arthur Judson, II ’52
Rory P. Laughna ’77
Robert J. Gough ’85
Omicron Deuteron House Corporation  

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Dr. George A. Soufleris ’49
Thomas A. Barnico ’77
James O. Darnell ’77
Andrew D. Ebbott ’78
R. Edward Ferguson ’83*
Aloke K. Mandal, MD ’85

SONS OF MINERVA
Carlton P. Frost, IV ’44
COL Daniel Z. Boyd, USMC (Ret.) ’53
Dr. Alan A. Rozycki ’61
Theodore R. Ellsworth, Jr. ’74

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
Robert M. Hittle ’75
Kenneth M. Klemm ’86

Omicron Triton
Rhode Island
PGL’S SOCIETY

Anthony J. DeMario, Jr. ’76
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

Kenneth B. Martin ’81
GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB

Robert A. Zagrodny ’78
James F. Aylward ’96

SONS OF MINERVA
Kevin R. Krawiec ’81
Marc A. Faubel ’99

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
David M. Flynn ’81

CENTURY CLUB
Peter M. Mazzei ’64
Armando Defusco ’74

Pi Triton
California State, PA
SONS OF MINERVA

Robert G. Bisceglia, ChFC ’78
STARS AND ARROWS CLUB

Frank J. Crivella ’73

Rho Proteron
University of South Carolina
GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB

Matthew J. Conley ’10^

Rho Triton
Virginia Commonwealth
ROBERT FROST SOCIETY

David B. Wright ’87^
PGL’S SOCIETY

Robert Kirby ’90#
Taylor Webb Early ’92^
William K. Walton ’93^
Blake Gordon ’98#^

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
Charles E. Marshall ’88
Thomas R. Mathes ’94
James Robert Cocco, M.D. ’96^
Jeffrey Dee Mitchell ’96^
Rho Triton Alumni Association 

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Stephen M. Jones ’89
Robert C. DeBlois ’90
Michael R. Stanley ’93^

SONS OF MINERVA
Oscar B. Giles, Jr. ’77
John L. Harding ’81
Michael J. Mullins ’92

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
Samer Khalaf ’90
Matthew E. Poteate ’06

CENTURY CLUB
Mark T. Motley ’83
Oscar Wing Wah Wong ’10
Patrick Anderson Jones ’19
Hunter Thomas Pritt ’19

VG DUES CLUB
Griffin Jones ’17
Peyton T. Kapel ’22

Sigma Deuteron
Wisconsin
PGL’S SOCIETY

Thomas D. Eilers ’69^
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

Jay H. Price ’46
F. Eugene Schmitt ’55
William W. Pidcoe, Jr. ’61
Robert M. Simenson ’61
James B. Loken ’62#
Michael C. Nowakowski ’91
Lance Francis Lochner ’09^

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Russell E. Edwards ’53
Herman G. Kafura ’64
Peter A. Behr ’65
Sigma Deuteron House Corp. ’65
David C. Clegg ’70
Peter A. Brengosz ’74
Michael J. Degenhart ’84
Patrick Loureiro ’11

SONS OF MINERVA
Louis J. Jacobs ’65

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
William C. Nelson ’58
Rev. David F. With ’60
Ian Thomas Karls ’17

VG DUES CLUB
Jake Bujnowski ’16

Sigma Triton
Penn State
JOHN HAY LEADERSHIP SOCIETY

Brian Henderson ’61^
ROBERT FROST SOCIETY

Jan D. Steber ’54#
Gregory M. Gurev ’89#

PGL’S SOCIETY
James L. Fath ’66^
Thomas S. Ruth, ’66
George A. Kunkel ’80
Matthew D. Miller ’96#
Brian John Bertges ’00^
Eric Scott Kelley ’04^

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
Andrew Kartalis ’54^
Howard R. Hallett, Jr. ’55
Ralph W. Henry, Jr. ’66
Lynn A. Stump ’69
Richard S. Reed ’72
Jeffrey A. Cowan ’85
Tod Alan Stenger ’93^
Cuong Chi Dang ’01
Jason Patrick Dietz ’01^
Michael Colin Houlihan ’09^

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Thomas S. Provost ’78
Christopher L. Taylor ’84
Scott K. Munroe ’98
Philip Roger Parker ’08^

SONS OF MINERVA
Kenneth Gibble ’61
David William Sutherland ’62
Joseph Michael Bayline ’64
George Theodore Sobieralski ’96
William Rottschaefer ’00

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
C. Malcolm Smith, III ’77
Dr. James E. MacDougall ’85
Brett James Hirsch ’01
Jason A. Burhans ’03

CENTURY CLUB
David R. Stragand ’93
Oscar Baumert ’94
Edward Bertges ’19

VG DUES CLUB
Michael F. Blake ’84
Matthew T. Margosian ’03
Justin J. Morel ’05

Tau Deuteron
Minnesota
ROBERT FROST SOCIETY

Jerold W. Wulf ’54^
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

Harold K. Wilson ’62
James W. Beck ’65

SONS OF MINERVA
Stephen F. Salzman ’62

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
Col. Edward R. Michaud,  
 USAF (Ret.) ’63

Tau Triton
Marist
CENTURY CLUB

James Michael Ambrose ’18
VG DUES CLUB

Christopher John Fuschetti ’18
Brandon Lang ’19
Michael David Dowden ’22

Upsilon
Bucknell
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

Dr. Evan B. Siegel ’69
SONS OF MINERVA

William H. McGowan ’73

Upsilon Deuteron
Wabash
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

Seth Kreigh ’01^
Kyle Patrick O’Keefe ’08^
Bryan Edward Arnold ’09^
James Donald Leuck ’09^
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53rd Convention Retrospective

As of recent our Fraternity magazine has made space to annually 
showcase a piece of its history, usually a tale from Convention(s) 
in the upcoming host city. The Shield, first published in June 

of 1869 and reestablished in 1884, offers great insight into Conven-
tion happenings. Many issues of the Shield include details of busi-
ness sessions, travel vignettes, and word-for-word reproductions of 
the speeches that capture our history. While Theta Delta Chi is no 
stranger to New York, 2020 will be the Fraternity’s first Convention in 
Ithaca, NY. Unable to bring a story from an Ithaca Convention past, 
it perhaps suits us better to explore stories from one of New York’s 
other Conventions. 

Over 50 Conventions have been held in the state of New York. 
Some of the notable ones were the 2nd in Schenectady 1849, the 
Semi-Centennial at the Windsor Hotel in New York City 1898, the 
Centennial Convention at the Sagamore Hotel in New York City 1947, 
and the Sesquicentennial in Albany 1997. Curious as to why the Semi-
Centennial was celebrated in 1898 and not 1897? You can uncover the 
mystery in Volume 129 Issue 1 of the Shield in the article “History 
of Boston Conventions (and our founding date!).” New York has also 
been home to four locations of the Central Fraternity Office prior to 
the move to Boston. 

As you may imagine, the effort to attend a Convention in 1901 was 
considerably more elaborate than it is today. It is with effort and out 
of concern that many made it to the 53rd Convention at the Buffalo 
Historical Society in 1901.  A conventioneer was proving their loyalty 
to the dear old Fraternity with their attendance.  Convention is not just 

a time to conduct the routine business of the Fraternity—it is a time 
to preserve its high standing and increase its stability and prestige.  

Brother Carl Axel Harstrom, Xi 1886, during an address to the 53rd 
banquet attendees, described the organization as “rejuvenating”, 
his reason being that, “It belongs to all times, to all ages, and to all 
places,” ownership he later mentions again, saying, “When one has 
become thoroughly imbued with the spirit of our Fraternity, it is a 
possession that lasts a life-time.” The Fraternity spirit is something 
that resonated with all those that attended, each finding a different 
way to express it, be it their first time or returning as a loyal graduate.   

Theta Delta Chi was feeling positive growth and organizational 
strengthening as it conducted business at the 53rd Convention. 
The Grand Lodge believed the establishment of Delta Deuteron at 
University of California, Berkeley was one of the most important and 
successful acts of its administration. It was the first push towards 
westward expansion. This preceded another momentous step north 
into Canada, with the soon to be chartered Zeta Deuteron at McGill 
University.

These successes were no surprise—they came from the organi-
zation’s faithful, efficient, and unceasing labors. Committees were 
formed annually to tackle the organizations concerns, trustees 
controlled the high stakes items, and the custodian of the archives 
was rather a team committed to preserving the history of the orga-
nization. Tasks large and small received the same attention, and in 
return the same thanks.    

■ continued on page 14

EXPLORING THE ENTHUSIASM AND  
STATE OF THETA DELTA CHI IN 1901

The 173rd Convention 
CELEBRATING BETA’S 150TH
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Convention 2020

Since 1870, Beta has built up a rich and expansive history. The house, 
located at 800 University Avenue, is something to explore. Rob 
Merola, Beta ‘11 remarked, “The house is an absolute masterpiece, 

not just the physical structure, but what the House stands for. When you 
walk in you immediately feel the history of the generations of Theta Delta 
Chi Brothers that have been there before you. The House is a representa-
tion of the hard work and commitment of the Brothers of Beta.” 

The 173rd Convention 
CELEBRATING BETA’S 150TH

The 173rd Convention will take place July 30th–August 1st. For the first time ever, Convention 
will take place in Ithaca, New York; however, this location is no stranger to Theta Delta Chi.  
It is home to Cornell University and the Beta Charge. Celebrating their 150th anniversary, Beta 
brothers from all over the world will be converging on Ithaca for the 2020 Convention. 

The structure was built in 1928 through the fundraising efforts of 
Waldo Franklin “Ag” Tobey, Beta 1895. Brother Tobey was a prominent 
lawyer in Chicago who was thought to have made his fortune defending 
the notorious Al Capone. Due to Tobey’s connection with the American 
gangster during the Prohibition era, the house contains a speakeasy. Check 
out this hidden room on Friday during Convention at the Beta Recep-
tion, and learn about the Beta Charge from undergraduates and alumni.

Along with the history of the house comes its many notable alumni. 
“Beta brothers have served roles on the Grand Lodge, Educational Founda-
tion and the Central Fraternity Office staff. And as I am excited to share 
the accomplishments of Beta, I am also excited to share the different 
challenges we have faced and how Beta was able to overcome them. I am 
excited to share stories of the incredible leaders that have helped shaped 
Beta into what it is today,” Brother Merola said with pride. 

 One example is Stanton Griffis, Beta 1910. Brother Griffis was an 
American veteran, businessman, and diplomat. He served in the United 
States Army during World War I, and became heavily involved with di-
plomacy during World War II. As a result of his efforts during the Second 
World War, he received the Medal for Merit and Medal of Freedom. Fol-
lowing the Second World War, Brother Griffis was appointed the United 
States Ambassador to Poland, and later served as an ambassador to Egypt, 
Argentina, and Spain.

The Beta Charge is more than the house and the brothers, it’s a place 
that has molded the lives of those who were initiated by the Beta Charge. 
Former Charge Consultant Patrick Alderson, Beta ‘17 mentioned, “Being 
a part of Beta was an amazing part of my undergrad experience, and 
continues to be an amazing part of my life. It became my home away 
from home. Where I met a variety people from different backgrounds. 
Although we came from different [walks of life] we bonded on the idea 
of a shared community. I’m excited to see the brothers that have helped 
me succeed and grow and share our community with the rest of the 
Brotherhood in Ithaca.”

So what does Ithaca and the Convention  
have to offer you?
Enjoy the amazing summer atmosphere the local region provides as it is 
home to over 150 waterfalls! These waterfalls provide an amazing sight 
to be shared with family and friends. Enjoy the natural beauty at the 
Robert Treman and Buttermilk State Parks, take a cruise on Cayuga Lake, 
or perhaps visit the Cornell Botanic Gardens or some of the museums. 
After a day of hiking, exploring, and climbing, visit and relax at the many 
different wineries that Ithaca has to offer.

Not only is this annual reunion a great time to forge new bonds with 
brothers, it is also an opportunity to honor those who have passed. Dur-
ing the Omega Service we will commemorate those who joined the ranks 
of the Omega Charge since our last Convention. We will also conduct 
our Fraternity’s business, holding our Annual Meetings of the Founder’s 
Corporation, Educational Foundation, Grand Lodge and Minerva sessions 
that feature programs open to both undergraduates and alumni. 

The 173rd Convention will provide a perfect combination of history, 
explorations and celebration; this is not a Convention you are going 
to want to miss. The Statler Hotel will be serving as the Convention 
headquarters; you can book your rooms directly through the hotel. If 
you would like to learn more about this year’s Convention events and 
registration options visit tdxconvention.org. 

Beta has a strong relationship with the musical arts; their 
house is fitted with a 10,000-watt system and their Grand 
Hall has a 250-person capacity, which they have used to 
host various benefit concerts. The house has served as a 
concert venue for popular bands such as Big Gigantic. 

Waldo F. Tobey served as the President of the  
Founders’ Corporation from 1937-43.

Stanton Griffis, Beta 1910
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GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Jacob Dawes Starnes Surface ’11
Jordan Blake Ferguson ’12^
Garrett Robert Redweik ’12^

SONS OF MINERVA
Joel Alexander Bustamante ’11

CENTURY CLUB
William Garry Birch ’11
Collin Reed Graber ’18
Upsilon Deuteron Alumni Association 

VG DUES CLUB
Dr. Todd Douglas Vogel ’04
Timothy Evan Kraft ’11
Graham Redweik ’16

Upsilon Triton
Indiana
GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB

Nolan Matthew Slifko ’12^
VG DUES CLUB

Jesus Diaz, III ’16

Phi
Lafayette 
PGL’S SOCIETY

Paul J. Tuohig ’65
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

Kurt W. Klunder ’57
Charles K. Wynn, Jr. ’59
Dr. Joseph K. Lees ’60
W. Thomas Grimm ’61*^
Robert N. Sellar ’63*
Christopher G. Westcott ’67
Malcolm G. Franklin ’69

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Edward G. Merkel ’57
Andrew B. Hester ’78

SONS OF MINERVA
A. Barry Simpson ’68*
Jeffrey A. Leonard ’82

CENTURY CLUB
Alvan Markle, IV ’65
Thomas F. Names ’74

Chi
Rochester
PGL’S SOCIETY

Robert M. Tobey ’63^
William A. Hammond ’73
David M. Kilnapp ’76^

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
Philip Z. Chrys ’75
Michael A. Recny ’78^
Peter W. Havey, III ’79
Michael O. Morse, Esq. ’81
Hadley A. Weinberg ’81
Joseph M. Pisano ’82

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Dr. James R. Hashim, DMD ’72
Mark E. McAnaney ’75
Stephen R. Sloan ’78
Thomas I. Jackson ’87

SONS OF MINERVA
Jerald D. Bullock ’45
Richard W. Appel ’51
James F. Crum ’56
Jere S. Carter, CLU,CHFC ’58
James P. Juraska ’73
Peter J. Russell ’79
William E. Munley ’80

Chi Deuteron
George Washington
PGL’S SOCIETY

Andrew N. Cline ’94#^
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

Donald E. Lucas ’54
Brett E. Goldsmith ’97^
Bryan Matthew Grackin ’05

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Jason M. Weber ’98
Benjamin Alec Vogel ’13

CENTURY CLUB
Seth H.S. Wong ’02

Chi Triton
Merrimack
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

Patrick M. Tiernan ’99^

Psi  
Hamilton
PGL’S SOCIETY

Ralph W. Rogers ’53
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

Dr. Walter E. Badenhausen, Jr.,   
 MD ’52

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
John A. Anderson ’61
Dr. Jonathan J. Hallenbeck ’80

SONS OF MINERVA
Albert F. Lotz, III ’67

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
Charles E. Griffith, Jr. ’60
Arthur S. Whittemore, III ’85

VG DUES CLUB
Thomas R. Puffer ’54

Psi Deuteron
UCLA
LINDSAY RUSSELL SOCIETY

Douglas G. Southern ’64#^
NORM HACKETT LEGACY SOCIETY

Edward A. Elliott ’63^
ROBERT FROST SOCIETY

Eric James Davila ’91
PGL’S SOCIETY

Frank A. Rossi ’59*
Phillip P. Bazan ’96^

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
Thomas Jay Glad ’55
James G. Lumsden ’55
Paul L. Schoch ’55
S. Joel Vonderscher ’57
James B. Cash ’63
Anthony Osmundson ’64*
Owen E. Jackman ’89

GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB
Robert B. Heyn ’55
David Schmutte ’63
Robert A. Weeks ’64
Emil O. Erickson ’65
J. Michael Hateley ’68
Kay McNulty Davila ’01
Miguel A. Hernandez ’05^

SONS OF MINERVA
George Armenta ’60
Charles P. Adams ’66
Psi Deuteron House Corporation

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
Darrin S. Trudeau ’86

CENTURY CLUB
Noble R. Ford ’60
Bruce W. Reinik ’68

Psi Triton
UC Santa Barbara
GRADUATE LOYALTY CLUB

Ernie G. Bumatay ’71
William Madden ’74

SONS OF MINERVA
James E. O’Donnell ’73

STARS AND ARROWS CLUB
Ramon W. Barger, Jr. ’74
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Brothers were connected to their fraternal experience and knew 
that it would accompany them through life. During the banquet the 
Toastmaster read through numerous telegrams, letters, and messages 
from brothers each expressing their regret for not attending. The 
notes each shared deep regret for not being able to fulfill their duty 
of being present, but also hopes for their organization, and of course 
zeal for their future Conventions and interactions with brothers. 
They all knew improvement required commitment to the habits the 
fraternity expected of them. 

Brother Harstrom, prior to congratulating President Ernest W. 
Huffcut Beta, 1884 on a reelection, says, “and if I live to be 137, as 
our president this evening has been good enough to wish, I shall 
strive to be a better Theta Delt during the last 100 years than I have 
been during that part of the first 37 that I have worn the shield”. It 
was recognized that you are most impactful as a Brother after you 
graduate. Brother Nathaniel Rowe Webster, Eta 1881 echoes the sen-
timent of Brother Harstom, staying to the attendees “The affairs of 
the Fraternity interest me as much now as they did twenty years ago, 
indeed, I may safely say that they interest me even more now, because 
then I did not know what Theta Delta Chi meant as I do at this day.”

While largely uneventful compared to other Conventions of our or-
ganization, the 53rd gives us insight into what the fraternity machine 
may accomplish when firing on all cylinders, and what that takes. 
In 1901 Norman Hackett’s attendance to his first Convention likely 
did not stand out, a young Theta Delt, known in the organization 
but nowhere near his final height of power and influence. Brother 
Hackett gained the nicknames “The Seventh Founder” and “Mr. Theta 
Delta Chi” over his lifetime of service and commitment to the “Old 
Lady.” He spoke these closing words for his fellow Theta Delts on the 
Convention’s closing day:

“I thought I understood the meaning of Fraternity Enthusiasm, but 
I must confess the Convention has far exceeded my most extravagant 
conception of the word. It has been a positive inspiration and I am 
sure every man here feels ten times better for it. When such a body of 
men will cheer themselves hoarse repeatedly from the loyal unselfish 
impulse of their hearts, the reason speaks volumes. I have had the 
best time of my life and earnestly hope I may be able to join the boys 
at many future Conventions.”

Perhaps unbeknownst to even himself when Norm delivered that 
message but he would return to almost every Convention until his 
death in 1959, and traveled as an employee of the organization for 
over 30 years visiting its Charges. 

And lastly, the final words from “The Fifty-Third Annual Conven-
tion” Post-Convention article in the Shield, Vol. 17 Issue 3 seem 
appropriate; 

“Now at the conclusion of these rambling impressions we have but 
one suggestion to offer to every brother whose eyes chance to fall 
upon these pages. And this is the moral that adorns the tale: Brother, 
if you wish to be made to feel that life is worth living after all, be on 
hand early at the Convention. Come and

SEE AND HEAR
For yourself. HO, enough said.”

53rd Convention  
Retrospective
■ continued from page 12



Alpha  
Union
Peter Dranow
807 Union Street
Box 1910
Schenectady, NY 12308
dranowp@union.edu

alpha alumNi associaTioN
Robert LoParo  
435 Fairfield Avenue
Ridgewood, NJ 07450
loparo.bob@gmail.com

Beta
Cornell
Jacob Ritter
800 University Avenue
Ithaca, NY 14850
jpr268@cornell.edu

BeTa alumNi associaTioN
Christopher Nieves
cdn25@cornell.edu

Beta Deuteron
Iowa State
Alec Avitia
217 Ash Avenue
Ames, IA 50014
aavitia@iastate.edu

BeTa deuTeRoN RealTy compaNy 
RonalD hallenbeck

3119 Burnham Drive
Ames, IA 50010
rhallenbeck@prodigy.net

Gamma Deuteron
U of Michigan
Matthew Kocsis
700 South State Street
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
mkocsis@umich.edu

Gamma deuTeRoN  
BuildiNG associaTioN 
Mark Nelson
8710 Oakthorpe Drive
Charlotte, NC 28277
mnelson428277@gmail.com

Gamma Triton
Michigan State 
Jack Spendore
445 Abbott Road
East Lansing, MI 48823
splendor@msu.edu

Gamma TRiToN house coRpoRaTioN
Joshua Sowell
321 Gardendale St
Ferndale, MI 48220
josh.sowell@sbcglobal.net

Gamma TRiToN alumNi associaTioN
Davendra Kapoor
2811 Davison Ave.
Auburn Hills, MI 48326
kapoord75@gmail.com

Delta Deuteron 
UC Berkeley
Eric Lopez
2647 Durant Avenue
Berkeley, CA 94704
thetheoryoferic@gmail.com

delTa deuTeRoN BuildiNG  
associaTioN
David Strait
4216 Merced Circle
Antioch, CA 94531
david@straitanswers.com

Epsilon Alumni  
Association
William & Mary
Alan Ashworth
10544 Greencrest Drive
Tampa, FL 33626
acashworth@aol.com

Epsilon Triton
Arizona State
Christian Jordan
1625 E Campus Drive
Tempe AZ 85281
thetadeltachi.president.asu@ 
 gmail.com

epsiloN TRiToN alumNi associaTioN
Andrew Rill
5668 RFD
Long Grove, IL 60047
612alpha@comcast.net

Zeta Alumni Association
Brown
Robert Mansfield 
66 Grover Road
Ashland, MA 01721
robert_mansfield@comcast.net

Eta Alumni Association
Bowdoin
Todd Hermann
8 Francis Way
Salisbury, MA 01952
trussell.hermann@gmail.com

Eta Deuteron
Stanford
Finn Laister-Smith
675 Lomita Drive
Stanford, CA 94309
fhls1224@stanford.edu

Theta Deuteron
MIT
Alejandro Gonzalez-Placito
372 Memorial Drive
Cambridge, MA 02139
alegonz@mit.edu

TheTa deuTeRoN house coRpoRaTioN
James Wagner
10614 Hunters Glen Dr
San Diego, CA 92130
jpwagner@mit.edu

Theta Triton
Binghamton University
Matt Shapiro
63 Front St.
Binghamton, NY 13905
mshapi11@binghamton.edu

TheTa TRiToN house coRpoRaTioN
Derek Clune
63 Front St. 
Binghamton, NY 13905
minervacompany1847@gmail.com

Iota Triton
U Mass Dartmouth
Wilson Tiburtino
285 Old Westport Road
P.O. Box 73-7823
North Dartmouth, MA 02747
wtiburtino@gmail.com

ioTa TRiToN alumNi associaTioN
Dr. Bruce W. Tench, II
P.O. Box 206
Fairhaven, MA 02719
bwtench2@gmail.com

Kappa Corporation
Tufts
Jeffrey Thibodeau
77 N Almaden Ave #1729
San Jose, CA 95110
jeffrey.thibodeau92@gmail.com

Lambda Deuteron 
U of Toronto
Xavier Codallo
22 Madison Avenue
Toronto, ON M5R 2S1
CANADA
xavicodallo@gmail.com

lamBda deuTeRoN alumNi associaTioN
Thomas Bernard
51 Glengrove Avenue West
Toronto, ON M4R 1N5
CANADA
tbernard1@octopusproducts.com

Lambda Triton
Rutgers University
Jack Enright
jje62@scarletmail.rutgers.edu

lamBda TRiToN house coRpoRaTioN
Blake Famulari
PO Box 440
East Meadow, NY 11554
blake.famulari@gmail.com

Mu Triton
UNC Greensboro
Manuel Valdez
402 S. Josephine Boyd St.
Greensboro, NC 27403
mevaldez@uncg.edu

mu TRiToN alumNi associaTioN
Howard Bowker
726 West Lee St.
Greensboro, NC 27043
tdxmt.alumnipresident@gmail.com

Nu
U of Virginia
Jasper Smith
1811 Lambeth Lane
Charlottesville, VA 22903
js9an@virginia@edu

Nu house coRpoRaTioN
Benjamin Webne
209 East Curtis Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22301
webne6@yahoo.com

Nu Deuteron  
House Corporation
Lehigh
James Conlin, Jr.
31 Headley Road
Morristown, NJ 07960
jimconlin@verizon.net

Nu Triton
Matthew Noonan
311 Edge Way Apt 301
Blacksburg, VA 24060
noonanmd@vt.edu

Nu TRiToN house coRpoRaTioN
Justin Shirk
6760 Morning Ridge Circle
Alexandria, VA 22315
jshirk@vt.edu

Xi
Hobart
Samuel Denney
3302 Scandling Center 
Geneva, NY 14456
samuelbdenney@gmail.com

Xi alumNi associaTioN
Cameron Lochhead
160 S. Finley Avenue
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
clochhead@russell.com

Xi Deuteron
U of Washington
Nash Read
4532 19th Avenue, NE
Seattle, WA 98105
nashman98@mac.com

Xi deuTeRoN house coRpoRaTioN
Larry Sarchin
2920 76th Ave. SE #304
Mercer Island, WA 98040
lsarchin@aol.com

NoRThwesT GRaduaTe  
alumNi associaTioN
Michael Draper
michaelddraper@gmail.com

Xi Triton
Albany
John Stufano
468 Hudson Ave 
Albany, NY 12203
stufanoj@gmail.com

Omicron Deuteron
Dartmouth
Sumner Erbe
11 W. Wheelock Street
Hanover, NH 03755
sumnerperbe@gmail.com

omicRoN deuTeRoN  
house coRpoRaTioN
James Calmas 
1111 Beacon Street PH 2
Brookline, MA 02446
lodgeprez@gmail.com

Rho Proteron
U of South Carolina
Dakota Wilson
325 Whaley Street
Columbia, SC 29201
dakotalw@email.sc.edu

Rho pRoTeRoN alumNi associaTioN
Joseph Reed
reedje@mailbox.sc.edu

Rho Triton 
Virginia Commonwealth University
Matthew Gregory
2019 Idlewood Ave
Richmond, VA 23220
gregorymr2@mymail.vcu.edu

Rho TRiToN alumNi associaTioN
Robert Kirby
P.O. Box 6286
Glen Allen, VA 23058
treasurer.ptaa@gmail.com

Rho TRiToN house coRpoRaTioN
Brian Haug
brianhaug@hotmail.com

Sigma Deuteron
U of Wisconsin
Beau La Du
144 Langdon St.
Madison, WI 53703
bladu@wisc.edu

wiscoNsiN alumNi of  
TheTa delTa chi
Jake Bujnowski
601 W. Doty St, Apt. 404
Madison, WI 53703
jakerbujnowski@gmail.com

Sigma Triton
Penn State
Michael Wegener
305 E. Prospect Ave.
State College, PA 16801
mwegener99@gmail.com

siGma TRiToN housiNG coRpoRaTioN
Thomas “Wally” Stephan
140 E. 6th Street
Media, PA 19063
thomas.stephan3@verizon.net

Tau Triton
Marist College
Nick Kulbalski
5 High St.
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
nkulbaski@yahoo.com
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Tau Tetraton
Johnson & Wales
Joshua Puharic
162 Oakland Ave
Providence, RI 02908
jpuharic01@wildcats.jwu.edu

Upsilon Deuteron
Wabash
Delmas Crum  
607 S. Grant Ave.
Crawfordsville, IN 47933
bdcrum22@wabash.edu

upsiloN deuTeRoN  
alumNi associaTioN
John Burns
2127 Wynnedale Rd
Indianapolis, IN 46228
jhnburns38@gmail.com

Phi Alumni Association
Lafayette
Joseph Blannett
1227 Revere Dr.
Chalfont, PA 18914
tjblannett@comcast.net

chi deuTeRoN  
alumNi associaTioN

George Washington
Adam McCready 
43 Hosmer Street
Watertown, MA 02472
tdxgwaa@gmail.com

psi alumNi associaTioN

Hamilton
David Stone 
PO Box 8000
Ashburnham, MA 01430
dstone@cushing.org

Psi Deuteron
UCLA
Kobe Wright
547 Gayley Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90024
kobewright@gmail.com

psi deuTeRoN alumNi associaTioN
Miguel Hernandez
722 N. Alexander
San Fernando, CA 91340
hernandezmichael301@yahoo.com

psi deuTeRoN house coRpoRaTioN
Larry Sarchin
2920 76th Ave. SE #304
Mercer Island, WA 98040
lsarchin@aol.com

psi TRiToN alumNi associaTioN

UC Santa Barbara
Theodore Wilhelm
315 Glenview Cir
Vallejo, CA 94591
twilhelm@disneysub.com

Psi Tetraton
U of Arizona
Nick Antrim
1509 E 2nd St
Tucson, AZ 85719
nickantrim@email.arizona.edu

psi TeTRaToN housiNG coRpoRaTioN
Patrick Tiernan
pmtiernan@gmail.com



#tdx173

214 Lewis Wharf
Boston, MA 02110

NON-PROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE

PA I D
PERMIT 54601
BOSTON MA

Shieldthe
of Theta Delta Chi

Update your address at  
update.thetadeltachi.net

Visit http://tdxconvention.org/ 
for registration information. 

The 173rd Convention 
will now be Virtual. 

Visit tdxconvention.org 
for more information. 




